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Abstract 

                 This paper examines the evolution of the travelogue from a literary 

genre of "contact zones" to a fragmented, multi-modal expression of mobility in the 

digital age. By synthesizing recent scholarship, doctoral research, and case 

studies (2024–2025), this analysis explores how cultural narratives are 

constructed, contested, and consumed through various mediums—from traditional 

text to algorithmic video feeds. Key areas of focus include the shift from reflective 

description to performative immediacy in digital media, the application of 

postcolonial and decolonial frameworks to challenge the "imperial gaze," the 

"sensory turn" incorporating gastronomic and sonic geographies, and the ethical 

juxtaposition of tourist mobility against refugee displacement. The paper argues 

that contemporary travel research must pivot from studying the travelogue as a 

static text to analyzing "narrative mobility"—how stories travel, mutate, and 

influence cultural identity in a globalized world. 

1. Introduction 

The academic inquiry into "exploring cultural narrative through travelogue" has 

historically functioned as a study of the literary "contact zone"—a textual space 

where the mobile observer mediates the static reality of the destination for a 

distant audience. However, the contemporary landscape of travel writing and 
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cultural narrative construction has undergone a radical ontological shift. The 

solitary traveler with a notebook has been replaced—or at least supplemented—

by a constellation of digital actors, algorithmic intermediaries, postcolonial 

critics, and involuntary migrants. 

Consequently, research topics orbiting around "travel narrative" are no longer 

confined to literary criticism but span the disciplines of digital humanities, 

sensory ethnography, political geography, and memory studies. The "travelogue" 

is dissolving into a broader field of "mobility narratives." These narratives are not 

merely descriptive but are performative, often contested, and increasingly 

fragmented across media platforms. The static text is giving way to the 

"Instagram moment," the "culinary heritage route," the "sonic wonder," and the 

"refugee testimony".    

2. Methodology 

This study employs a qualitative meta-synthesis of contemporary academic 

literature, doctoral dissertations, and conference proceedings published or 

presented between 2024 and 2025. The research strategy involved a systematic 

review of high-impact journals in tourism studies, cultural geography, and 

comparative literature, alongside an analysis of emerging digital media trends. 

Data sources were categorized into four primary streams: 

1. Digital Media Analysis: Examining the structural shifts in narrative form 

on platforms such as TikTok, Instagram, and YouTube.    

2. Postcolonial and Decolonial Critique: Reviewing recent theoretical 

interventions that challenge the "imperial gaze" and promote "decolonial" 

methodologies.    

3. Sensory Ethnography: Analyzing studies focused on non-visual narrative 

forms, specifically culinary and sonic geographies.    

4. Comparative Mobility Studies: Investigating the intersection of voluntary 

(tourist) and involuntary (refugee) migration narratives.    

The synthesis aims to identify converging themes and divergent practices that 

define the current state of cultural narrative research in travel studies. 
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3. Results 

3.1 The Algorithmic Narrative and Digital Construction of Place 

The migration of the travel narrative to the digital screen represents a 

fundamental restructuring of the epistemology of travel. The digital travelogue—

manifested in vlogs and social media stories—operates on a logic of immediacy 

and algorithmic optimization. 

• Performative Immediacy: Traditional travel writing was retrospective; 

the digital narrative is often simultaneous with the experience. Research 

indicates a shift toward documenting journeys in vlog formats where the 

documentation is a "social construction of technology." The vlog narrative is 

essential for "virtual experimentation" and "social comparison," often creating a 

recursive structure where the experience of traveling becomes the product.    

      

Table 1: The Ontological Shift in Travel Narratives 

Dimension Traditional Literary 

Travelogue 

Digital Travel Narrative 

(Vlog/Social Media) 

Temporal Stance Retrospective (Memory-

based) 

Instantaneous (Live/Near-

live) 

Primary Mechanism Descriptive 

(Literary/Textual) 

Performative 

(Visual/Embodied) 

Validation Editorial Authority Algorithmic Engagement 

(Likes/Shares) 

Audience Role Passive Reader Active Co-creator 

(Comments/Requests) 

Cultural Focus Deep Description / History Aesthetic / "Vibe" / 

Experiential 

Key Metric Authenticity of 

Observation 

Authenticity of Self-

Presentation 

• The Influencer as Cultural Broker: The "travel influencer" has emerged 

as a primary cultural broker, with credibility resting on "performative 

authenticity" rather than expertise. Studies on facial emotions reveal a "facial 

economy" where specific cues, such as the smile, drive communication 

performance. Identity construction is central, with influencers navigating stages 

of "transformation," "maintenance," and "identity value presentation".    
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• Platform Determinism: The medium dictates the message. While 

Instagram remains a hub for aesthetic consumption, TikTok has emerged as a 

primary "motivational driver" for cultural heritage tourism among youth, 

prioritizing "discovery-oriented" content and "relatable" narrators over formal 

expertise.    

3.2 Decolonial Frameworks and the "Imperial Gaze" 

The user's interest in "cultural narrative" inevitably intersects with the history of 

imperialism. 

• Persistence of the Gaze: The "Tourist Gaze" remains a political tool in 

postcolonial contexts, often perpetuating historical stereotypes. Postcolonial 

Tourism Theory identifies tourism as an industry based on "past and present-

day colonial structural relationships". This is not exclusive to Western 

imperialism; Japanese colonial tourism in Taiwan and Korea historically utilized 

the tourist gaze to distort colonial culture and reaffirm superiority.    

• Decolonial Methodologies: Current scholarship demands a move beyond 

critique toward "decolonial" methodologies. Strategies include diversifying 

archives to include non-European sources, challenging "lazy" terminology like 

"exotic" or "native", and utilizing "Academic Travel" to contest narratives in sites 

like Berlin's "Afrikanisches Viertel".    

3.3 The Sensory Turn: Gastronomic and Sonic Geographies 

Cultural narratives are constructed through all senses, leading to a "Sensory 

Turn" in research that challenges traditional "ocular centrism." 

• Gastronomic Narratives: "Culinary tourism" functions as a practice of 

exploratory eating where unfamiliar foods are seen as an encounter with 

Otherness. While shows like Anthony Bourdain: Parts Unknown humanize 

storytelling, they are also critiqued for "colonial nostalgia". Furthermore, 

perceptions of "traditional" foods vary by generation, with younger cohorts 

viewing convenience foods as part of their identity.    

• Sonic Narratives: "Sonic Tourism" asks what a destination sounds like. 

Modern research utilizes "video auto-ethnography" to capture soundscapes, 

finding that sounds of water, animals, and gastronomy are evocative of place. 

Projects like "Silk threads" create "live travelogues" driven by the sonic desires 

of the audience.    
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3.4 Comparative Mobilities: Tourist vs. Refugee 

A profound expansion of travelogue research involves the comparative study of 

voluntary versus involuntary mobility. 

• Border Aesthetics: Tourists perceive borders as permeable; refugees 

experience them as solid and violent. Mainstream media often utilizes a "threat" 

or "victim" narrative for refugees, whereas social media can offer faceted 

narratives driven by empathy.    

• World-Literature: Refugee fiction is increasingly read as "world-

literature," documenting "cultures of bondage" and "bodily constraint," 

contrasting the tourist's acceleration with the refugee's indefinite waiting.   

Table 2: Comparative Mobility Narratives 

Feature The Tourist Narrative The Refugee Narrative 

Motivation 
Leisure / Self-

Actualization 
Survival / Safety 

Relationship to 

Border 
Permeable / Invisible Solid / Violent 

Temporal 

Experience 
Finite (Holiday) Indefinite (Waiting/Exile) 

Media Frame Adventure / Discovery 
Crisis / Threat / 

Victimhood 

Key Textual Form 
Blog / Vlog / 

Guidebook 

Testimony / Asylum 

Application 

  

4. Discussion 

4.1 The Ontological Shift in Narrative 

The results highlight a shift from the travelogue as a reflective text to the 

travelogue as a performative act. In the digital realm, the narrative is no longer 

about the "Other" but about the "Self" in the presence of the Other. This "Self-

Logue" complicates the cultural narrative, as the destination becomes a stage 

set for the influencer's identity construction. The "facial economy" suggests that 

cultural validation is now emotional and embodied rather than intellectual or 

descriptive.    
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4.2 Ethical Implications of Mobility 

The juxtaposition of tourist and refugee narratives reveals the political 

infrastructure of mobility. The "travelogue" cannot be fully understood without 

its shadow: the "refugee tale." While the tourist consumes the world through a 

narrative of discovery, the refugee experiences the world through a narrative of 

survival. The divergence in how these mobilities is narrated—one as adventure, 

the other as crisis—exposes the deep inequalities embedded in the concept of 

"travel".    

4.3 Methodological Horizons: Autoethnography 

To study these fragmented and embodied narratives, the field is moving toward 

Autoethnography. This methodology collapses the distance between researcher 

and subject, treating the researcher’s own perceptions and emotions as primary 

data. It is particularly valuable for accessing the "ineffable" and "haptic" spaces 

of travel, allowing for a more nuanced understanding of cross-cultural 

encounters.    

5. Conclusion 

The study of "cultural narrative through travelogue" has exploded into a 

multidisciplinary field. The travelogue is no longer just a book; it is a vlog, a 

tweet, a soundscape, a refugee testimony, and a ghost tour. To navigate this 

complex terrain, future research must prioritize: 

1. The Algorithm as Co-Author: Investigating how platform metrics shape 

the "cultural narrative" produced by influencers. 

2. Sensory Decolonization: Moving beyond the visual to understand how 

sound and taste construct the "Other." 

3. Comparative Immobility: Analyzing the narratives of the stateless 

alongside the mobile elite. 

4. Autoethnographic Vulnerability: Using the researcher’s own body as a 

sensor to detect the subtle power dynamics of the contact zone. 

By pursuing these lines of inquiry, scholars can move beyond surface-level 

analysis to a deeper understanding of how mobility transforms identity and how 

that transformation is narrated to the world. 
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