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ABSTRACT:

The National Curriculum Framework is the foundation for curriculum development that
defines the content to be learned in terms of clear, definable standards of what the students
should know and be able to do. The NCF was prepared and developed by the National Council
of Educational Research and Training (NCERT). The NCF serves as a guiding light for
educators, shaping their teaching practice, teaching methodologies, assessment patterns, and,
above all, their mentorship roles. It not only systematizes the education system but also empowers
teachers to create meaningful and relevant learning experiences. NCF raises universal
enrollment and retention of children by constructing a child-centered approach. This abstract
examines the NCF, a comprehensive document that outlines the vision and goal of education in
India. It transforms the education system by enhancing linguistic skills and providing a holistic
education that prepares learners for the present and the future. This paper explores National

Curriculum Frameworks importance on National Education system.

Keywords: National Curriculum Framework, Curriculum Development, NCERT, Meaningful

Learning Experience.
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INTRODUCTION:

The National Curriculum Framework is a key document based on which textbooks are
developed. It is a document that was created on the basis of the National Education Policy (NEP),
and it acts as a blueprint for the curriculum, text books, and teaching methods used in Indian
schools. This aims to improve the educational standard by suggesting better and more effective
teaching strategies.

The NCF has aimed at bringing about reforms in the education system to bring about a
curriculum that is learner-centric, has a flexible process, provides learner autonomy; teacher
plays a role of a facilitator, supports and encourages learning, and involves the active
participation of learners. The NCF is the foundation for curriculum development. It makes
sufficient changes to the existing curriculum. The NCF defines the overall goals, plans,
arrangements, and practices that shape the experiences of students in our country. Most
importantly, the NCF recognizes that education is not just about acquiring knowledge but also
about developing the whole person. And also recognize the importance of life skills in today’s
world. The framework also prepares guidelines on how to build a multilingual learning
environment in schools.

MAJOR OBJECTIVES OF NCF:
e Development of Curriculum:

The framework aims to create a curriculum that is relevant or to the point,
meaningful, and responsive to the needs of students.

e Development of Pedagogy:

The framework develops pedagogical strategies that promote active learning,

student-centered teaching, and collaborative learning.
e Assessment:

The NCF-recognized frameworks aim to develop assessment strategies that are

authentic, meaningful, fair, and transparent.
e Development of Teachers:

The NCF provides opportunities for continuous professional development,
encouraging teachers to stay up-to-date with the latest research and pedagogical approaches.
HISTORY OF NCF:

NCF was published in 1975, 1988, 2000, 2005, 2022, and 2023.

NCF 1975 (Curriculum for the Ten-Year School-A Framework)

» Science and integrated science subjects were given more value. That is a sign of rigidity.
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» The NCF 1975 suggested that the curriculum should be flexible and dynamic, but it was
not properly implemented.

» This NCF suggested that mathematics helped man quantify ideas and utilize special
concepts in his day-to-day life, but it was not an easy way to learn math.

NCF 1988 (National Curriculum Framework for Elementary and Secondary Education)

» The 2nd NCF was released, with a focus on the integration of science and technology in
the curriculum.

» The science curriculum must be learner-centered and develop well-defined abilities in the
cognitive, affective, and psychomotor domains.

» Protection of the environment and conservation of natural resources. This needs to be
done for the Earth’s ecological balance.

» The NCF 1988 suggested a recasting of the examination system and the introduction of
continuous and comprehensive evaluation and broad-based general education to all
learners at the elementary and secondary stages. So working on this will strengthen the
basic foundation of the elementary and secondary stages.

NCF 2000 (National Curriculum Framework for School Education)

> NCF 2000 suggested that education for a cohesive society, that is, education, can play a
very significant role in minimizing and finally eliminating these differences by providing
equality of access to quality education and opportunity. But the main challenge is quality-
related deficiencies. So a lot of quality-related improvement is required.

> This NCF recommends reducing the curriculum load and achieving universalization of
elementary education and vocational education for all. It would be a major step regarding
their social and economic empowerment. But not enough work has been done on it. So
more work is needed on this.

> Lack of qualified and trained teachers, where more focus is required.

NCF 2005 (National Curriculum Framework)

» The main motive of NCF 2005 is to improve the education system and create quality
education in India, as well as to develop a child-centered approach and promote
compulsory education for every child up to the age of 14 years.

» NCF 2005 emphasized the active participation of students through engaging in activities
and exploration. It is focused on the constructivist approach. And focus on learning
without burden. But the main drawback of NCF 2005 is that it is argued that the suggested

curriculum would require a huge infrastructure, and NCF 2005 is critical of the perception
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of the child as a passive receiver of knowledge and emphasizes that the child can be made
an active participant in the construction of knowledge.

» This NCF is recommended to shift from the rote method; connection knowledge to the
life outside and examination should be flexible. So NCF 2005 set out the broad conceptual
framework and guidelines regarding school education in India from the early childhood
stage to the higher secondary stage.

» This NCF has five chapters —

1. Perspective
2. Learning and knowledge
3. Curriculum areas, school stages and assessment
4. School and classroom environment
5. Systemic reforms
NCF 2022 (National Curriculum Framework for Foundational Stage)

» NCF 2022 places a strong emphasis on foundational learning, especially in the early years
of education. The framework recognizes the need to help develop all the diverse curricula
in the country while enabling consonance and harmony across the country and providing
a basis for quality and equity. Which is very important not only for the child but for the
entire nation.

» NCF 2022 emphasizes holistic and multi-disciplinary education, practical, analytical, and
creative thinking, with a focus on “Learn how to learn”, and also emphasizes the
importance of ‘Play’, where children learn best through play, through activity, and doing.

» This NCF focus on Panchakosha Vikas (Five-fold development), a keystone in Indian
tradition. Which describe the layers of existence that make up an individual and also focus
on rootedness and pride in India, with an emphasis on Foundational Literacy and
Numeracy.

Challenges:

= The major challenge is low enrollment and attendance in preschools compared to primary
schools.

= National Early Childhood Care and Education required more investment.

= The challenges of achieving Foundational Literacy and Numeracy have become more
widespread because of the loss of learning due to the closure of schools during the
pandemic.

= There are problems of access, a lack of qualified and trained teachers, and quality-related

deficiencies, so a lot of improvement is required.
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NCF 2023 (National Curriculum Framework for school education)

» The NCF 2023 majorly focuses on holistic development—not only academic knowledge

but also 21% century skills—and addresses the real challenges of the Indian education

system. It recommended a shift towards multidisciplinary learning.

» This NCF is organized in five parts:

Part A — which deals with the aims of school education.

Part B — focuses on rootedness in India, education for values, and learning and caring
about the environment.

Part C — has a separate chapter for each school subject.

Part D — which focuses on a positive learning environment.

Part E — focuses on the overall ecosystem of schooling.

» The big shift in this NCF is:

Board exam twice a year.
To be deeply rooted in India.

Promoting a more integrated and flexible approach to subjects and assessments.

iv. Shift from memorization to skill development.
v. Reduce the curriculum content load.
vi. Integrating vocational education.
vii.  Multilingualism.
viii. In math, students have developed a “real fear” of the subject in the current system.
The result will be a shift toward play, discovery, activity, and analysis-based learning.
Challenges:

The NCF 2023 endorses the draft’s recommendation to fold board examinations twice a
year. This change is aimed at providing learners with adequate time and opportunities to
perform well.

The main drawback of NCF 2023 is the lack of trained and qualified teachers that can
help in implementing the national curriculum and framework in schools. So ensuring the
availability of trained teachers is important because teachers must be the torchbearers of
all educational improvement.

NCF 2023 aims to prepare students for a globalized world, but due to a lack of resources,
this NCF is not implemented properly in lots of schools.

RESEARCH METHODOLOGY:

The research utilizes purely gqualitative-based research; the information presented in this

paper is provided from various articles on Google Scholar, reviewing relevant published papers,
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and other related websites. The primary focus is finding information about National Curriculum
Frameworks, which are essential guidelines for teachers, policymakers, and students. Therefore,
in this study, I was able to discover detailed information on “Critical Analysis of National

Curriculum Frameworks” through these resources.

MAJOR ISSUES WITH THE NATIONAL CURRICULUM FRAMEWORK:

Highly emphasizing the marks and grades system.
Lack of infrastructure.

Huge burden on the teachers.

Less emphasis on co-scholastic activities.

o > w0 e

Rote based learning approach of the students.
6. Lack of supervision.
CONCLUSION:

Overall, based on the findings of the study, we realize that the National Curriculum
Framework is an essential guideline for educators and policymakers in India. The NCF prepares
a blueprint for the development of curriculum and pedagogy.

The first NCF 1975 propagated the concept of a 10+2 school education system with
general learning amounting to ten years. Science and combined science subjects were given extra

value in this initial version.

The second NCF 1988 places more emphasis on the science curriculum, which must be
learner-centered and develop well-defined abilities in cognitive, affective, and psychomotor
domains.

The NCF 2000 recognized the importance of holistic development, including the
cognitive, emotional, and social development of students.

NCF 2005 also emphasized the holistic development of students, incorporating values
such as empathy, cooperation, and respect for diversity.

In conclusion, the NCF 2022 is a more essential update to the previous versions of the
framework. It is an extensive and inclusive document that seeks to modify early childhood
education in India.

The latest NCF 2023 for School Education acknowledges the importance of 215 century
skills in preparing students for the future.

After the study of Critical Analysis of National Curriculum Frameworks, we find out that

the frameworks empower educators, encourage engaging pedagogies, and emphasize the
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importance of school culture and values. It provides a standard for what they should know and

be able to do after finishing a course.

The NCF often guides the development of assessments that align with learning outcomes.

It advocates for a continuous and extensive evaluation system that gauges not just knowledge but

also skills and attitudes. Hence, the NCF helps in positively transforming the education system

in India.
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