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Abstract: 

                    Indian ocean region the new interest region for all major powers of the 

world. The Indian Ocean is a vast theater, stretching from the Strait of Malacca and 

western coast of Australia in the East to the Mozambique Channel in the West. It 

encompasses the Persian Gulf and the Arabian Sea in the North, all the way down 

to the southern Indian Ocean.  
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As the third largest ocean in the world, the Indian ocean region holds strategic 

importance for India. The Indian Ocean covers one – fifth of the earth’s water and 

is considered to be the youngest of the oceans. Moreover, it is the only ocean that is 

enclosed by major landmasses.  
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Origin-  

According to geologist , the genesis of the Indian Ocean region is a very complex 

region. It began with the separation of the Gondwana continent , followed by the 

movement of the Northeast Indian sub- continent . This later collided with Eurasia. 

The current shape of the Indian ocean is formed with the movement of Africa and 

Australia separating from Antarctica. 

Topography-  

Being the smallest amongst all the oceans, the Indian Ocean extends 9600 km north 

– south. It is spread from Antarctica to the deep parts of the Bay of Bengal. It also 

stretches 7800 km in the east- west direction, i.e. southern Africa and western 

Australia. The Northwest Australia Shelf is the only significant area part of the 

continental shelf of the Indian Ocean Region. It lies between southeast Asia and 

Australia , which continues as the Arafura Seas, the Gulf of Carpentaria , and Timor. 

These parts , however , are known as the parts of the Pacific Ocean. The depth of 

most basins in the Indian Ocean is below 5000 m. However, the Wharton Basin’s 

depth exceeds 6000m. The mean depth is below 3000 m of the Arabian Sea. The 

mean depth in the Bay of Bengal declines progressively. It starts south of Sri Lanka 

at 4000 m to 2000 m and even less at 18°N. The three Mediterranean seas include 

the hydrographic properties of the Indian Ocean. The first one is the Persian Gulf , 

with a mean depth of 90 m, the second is the Red Sea ( nearly 490m). And the last 

is the Australasian Mediterranean Sea, with a depth exceeding 7400 m. 

Tectonic History: 

Tectonic forces affect the various parts of the ocean during several periods. From 

the Precambrian to modern eras, the rock sequence shows structural motions that are 

more or less continuous. Still, tectonic movements culminated in significant regional 

deformations within this time range. This was observed toward the ending period of 

the Paleozoic, beginning and diminishing Mesozoic and Tertiary periods 

Generally, the horizontal and vertical tectonic forces produce two different 

structural features. This is because they act in different geomorphologic divisions 

along the borderlands of the Indian ocean 

Down dropping and Upwarping are two significant faults often seen in the shield 

areas. This leads to an uncommon rift between western Arabia and eastern Africa 
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Indian Ocean RIM Association INDIAN OCEAN(IORA): 

IORA is an intergovernmental organization formulated to strengthen the regional 

alliances within the Indian ocean zones. Its purpose is to build upon sustainability 

with the help of the member states through Dialogue between Indian ocean countries 

Earlier, there were only 14 members in the association. However, Indian Ocean Rim 

Association Members rose to 23 recently  

Today, it focuses on trade and investment facilitation, disaster management, and 

maritime security . Indian Ocean Rim association is the group through which India 

influences the countries lies alongside Indian ocean. 

 

The geographical location of the ocean makes it crucial for the movements of goods 

and trade links between the North-Atlantic and Asia-Pacific. It has a rich flora, 

fauna, and minerals and is as a result, a hotbed for competition among the IOR 

countries. The immense security and governance concerns of the Indian Ocean has 

made it more turbulent and risky over the past few decades. 

The Indian Ocean is of great geostrategic importance for India. India’s placing gives 

it a chance to play an important role in the changing geopolitical scenario of the 

Indian Ocean Region. India has over 7,500 kilometers of coastline along the ocean. 

The country is highly dependent on it due to its massive population and high energy 

imports through the water channels. The ocean is also pivotal for the development 

of its fisheries and aquatic exports. Massive extraction of natural resources and 

increasing involvement in seabed mining has been a core interest of India. Both the 

security of its coastline and its islands are important in India’s maritime governance 

endeavours. 
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Evolution of India’s Maritime Policy:   India has been a dormant player in the 

Indian Ocean for a very long period. It is only in recent years that India has adopted 

a more responsive and pragmatic maritime strategy in relation to the contemporary 

geopolitical realities of the region. The Maritime Strategy released by the Indian 

Navy in 2015 “Ensuring Secure Seas: Indian Maritime Security Strategy”, provides 

a renewed focus on India’s Maritime Security needs in the Indian Ocean Region. 

The shift to a proactive foreign policy under the current NDA (National Democratic 

Alliance) government has brought in a new dawn for India’s conduct in the Indian 

Ocean region. The initiatives taken by the state to safeguard its security concerns 

have been reflective of India’s motives in the region. New Delhi has made it clear 

that its agenda in the Indian Ocean Region is inclusive and sustainable in nature. 

India’s foreign diplomacy, in general, has also gained momentum under Prime 

Minister Modi. Maritime diplomacy in the last five years has become more 

operational given the major engagement with IOR littoral states. According to Vice 

Admiral Pradeep Chauhan, India’s Maritime diplomacy epitomizes the promotion, 

pursuit, preservation, and protection of India’s maritime interests. 

India’s maritime development shall complement its economic development. The 

renewed vision in the IOR has been focused on the growth and prosperity of the 

region and the promotion of India’s vital national economic interests. The Sagarmala 

project was initiated to emphasis port-led development. This project aimed to build 

a robust port infrastructure and modernize them due to their importance in trade and 

economic development. 

India along with many members of the Indian Ocean Rim Association strives to 

achieve sustainable use of the Indian Ocean resources. Moreover, the concept of 

Blue Economy has drawn attention in areas of ocean energy, deep-sea mining, and 

marine biotechnology. This is thoroughly backed up by Blue Diplomacy. India is 

actively engaging itself in Blue Diplomacy to harness the available perks from 

maritime development. 

India has been more vocal about free and fair maritime navigation in recent years. It 

has also stressed the need to adhere to the international maritime standards in the 

Indian Ocean. Indian Ocean Region is a bed for major security challenges. For India 

to assert its dominance, it needs to counter these security threats and gain the 

confidence of the littoral states. The rising presence of China in the South China Sea 

and the Indian Ocean has recently attracted New Delhi’s attention. Non-traditional 

security threats like terrorism and piracy are the primary focus areas of India’s 
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maritime policy in the Indian Ocean. After the Mumbai terror attacks, the Indian 

government realized its shortcomings in its naval security. Piracy at the hands of 

non-state actors is very concerning due to the consequent security issue as major 

Indian trade happens via sea routes. 

Regional Cooperation 

Indian Government led by Prime Minister Narendra Modi has made a clear stance 

on India’s priority in actively participating in the issues concerning the Indian Ocean 

Region. PM Modi’s vision for India in the Indian Ocean Region first became clear 

through his SAGAR Initiative– Security And Growth for All in the Region- aimed 

at safeguarding maritime interests of its mainland and islands. During his visit to 

Mauritius in 2016, he first introduced the SAGAR mission while addressing all IOR 

littoral states. It promotes cooperation among the state actors and creates an 

environment of peace and stability. It represents a nexus of maritime cooperation, 

naval security along with economic development. It also brings out the importance 

of Coast Guard agencies of the littoral states to counter-piracy actions by non-state 

actors. Another crucial element of this initiative is to enhance collaboration in trade, 

tourism, and infrastructure while keeping in view the climate change problems and 

thus promote sustainable development of the region. 

Modi’s SAGAR initiative is a part of his greater proactive foreign policy. A highly 

strategic move to guard India’s national interests. India enhancing its relations and 

bilateral ties with the IOR littoral states is a great step towards achieving maritime 

peace and cooperation. The ambition to become a prime decision-maker of the area 

compels India to develop friendly ties with its marine neighbors. As an integral part 

of   First Policy, SAGAR policy works through the channels of regional 

organizations like BIMSTEC, ASEAN, IORA. 

The Indian Ocean Rim Association (IORA) is the predominant organization that 

brings together the Indian Ocean states to a common platform to promote maritime 

safety. The SAGAR initiative emphasizes the role of IORA as a facilitator of trade 

and fisheries management. It shall further promote tourism and cultural exchanges 

and shape the notion of the Blue economy. India has made some improvements in 

the Humanitarian Assistance and Disaster Relief area in the IOR. Indian Navy has 

projected itself as the first responder in the area with regards to its rescue operations 

and naval assistance missions. 

The aspect of collaborative development comes into play along the lines of 

comprehensive maritime diplomacy. PM’s diplomatic visits to Seychelles, 
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Mauritius, and Sri Lanka in March 2015 amplified the implementation of the 

SAGAR initiative. It was projected that New Delhi is willing to create a transparent 

maritime environment via its leadership in capacity building and capability 

enhancement programs. Other top-tier diplomatic visits by the President ex Mr. Ram 

NathKovind to Mauritius, Madagascar, and Djibouti further aim to strengthen naval 

cooperation. Indian Ocean Naval Symposium and India-Sri Lanka-Maldives 

trilateral agreement are also important in this context. 

India’s target to become a Net Security Provider in IOR has officially started when 

India exported the first ‘Made in India’ warship to Mauritius. India has also sought 

to build Coastal Surveillance Networks in Seychelles, Maldives, Mauritius, 

Bangladesh, and Sri Lanka. While India already has good defense and security 

relations with Maldives, Mauritius, and Seychelles, it wants to expand its reach to 

other countries in South-East Asia and Africa. India has made extensive efforts to 

promote its ‘Act East’ Policy. It considers ASEAN countries as a crucial stepping 

stone for promoting regional cooperation. India’s neglect of the region has been 

economically costly. However, its renewed engagement with the East Asian 

countries will not only promote Asian solidarity but also enhance economic and 

marine ties. ASEAN-India Maritime Transport Agreement has been in talks to 

develop direct shipping routes between India and Vietnam. With growing sourness 

in the relations between China and some East Asian countries in the South China 

Sea, presenting India with a chance to intermediate and promote maritime 

cooperation. 

New Delhi is also vigilant of China’s growing penetration in the IOR which 

postulates a security threat for India. As a counter-act to China’s ‘String of Pearls’ 

strategy, India is actively engaging with Iran for its Chabahar port project. This can 

provide leverage in the Gulf trade, primarily for its massive energy import from the 

region. Asia Africa Growth Corridor (AAGC) is in progress to enhance port 

connectivity. 

CHINA IN THE INDIAN OCEAN 

Chinese activities in the South China Sea and the prominence of the Pacific region 

in Washington’s security calculations have, to an extent, undermined the importance 

of the Indian Ocean region to China’s maritime ambitions. The Indian Ocean is a 

key trading route for China’s energy supplies and routes, making it also the theatre 

of vulnerabilities. 
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The U.S. Department of Defense’s (DoD) “Military and Security Developments 

Involving the People’s Republic of China 2021” identifies the top 10 crude oil 

suppliers for Beijing.6 Out of the 10, the route to nine of its suppliers is through the 

Indian Ocean region. Securing these critical Sea Lines of Communications (SLOCs) 

will be a key priority for Beijing as it continues its engagements and presence across 

the region. 

China is expanding its reach in the Indian Ocean. In 2017, China opened its first 

overseas military base in the Indian Ocean, in Djibouti. Unfortunately, most 

governments divide the Indian Ocean into continental sub-regions and thus, 

classified the Chinese facility in Djibouti as an African development rather than an 

Indian Ocean development. 

When viewed as one region, it helps identify Beijing’s commitment, interests, and 

priorities in the Indian Ocean. For example, China is the only country with an 

embassy in each of the six island nations in the region. In comparison, Washington 

has only three embassies (in Sri Lanka, Mauritius, and Madagascar), with two 

defense attachés covering the six islands, which span the entire Indian Ocean from 

Sri Lanka to the Mozambique Channel.It is also important to dispel assumptions 

which point toward China as a new player in the region. China could be a new 

military player in the Indian Ocean, but it certainly is neither a new political nor 

diplomatic player in the Indian Ocean. In fact, while the United States, France and 

India exercised strategic inertia toward the region, Beijing quietly continued to 

deepen and strengthen its engagements across the entire region, from western to 

eastern Indian Ocean, through economic, diplomatic, political, and now military 

engagements. 

The Indian political and military bureaucracies (with the exception of the Navy) 

usually are concerned about direct defense engagements between Beijing and its 

partners in the region. The Indian leadership relies on its own geographic advantages 

and China’s disadvantages in the Indian Ocean. Some instance where Indian 

leadership have expressed concern and caution include Chinese deployment of 

submarines for its anti-piracy missions in Horn of Africa and submarine docking in 

Sri Lanka. Increasing military engagements such as the submarine deal between 

China and Bangladesh also raise concerns in Delhi. For China however, these 

engagements are critical to establishing its role as a credible security player and 

partner to its friends in the region. The Indian Ocean is also critical for Chinese 

deployments and engagements with African nations, and we are likely to see greater 

and stronger Chinese presence in the region within the coming decade. The Indian 
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Ocean is both an important theatre for China in establishing itself as a credible 

security actor as well as to secure its interests and protect its maritime 

vulnerabilities. 

In the next 5-10 years, the region will likely see another Chinese military facility in 

the Indian Ocean as well as the deployment of its aircraft carrier. This development 

would naturally intensify the growing maritime competition between India and 

China. Establishing an additional naval facility in the Indian Ocean will allow 

Beijing to address some of its geographic disadvantages in the region. Combined 

with its presence and engagements in the South China Sea and the Pacific, the ability 

to secure its SLOCs in the Indian Ocean will significantly add to Chinese capabilities 

in the Indo-Pacific. An additional Chinese military facility in the Indian Ocean is 

not a matter of ‘if’ but a matter of ‘when’. While the eastern Indian Ocean is widely 

assumed to be the space for the next Chinese base, also the eastern coast of Africa 

as an equal possibility, if not more likely. 

From a region perspective, China has been a welcomed additional player for the 

region, changing the geopolitical dynamics of the Indian Ocean. Unlike in the South 

China Sea, Beijing has no territorial disputes in the region making Beijing a 

welcome alternative to western powers with sovereignty disputes in the region 

stemming from colonial period. China also does fairly well on the question of rules 

based international order as for the Indian Ocean islands and littorals, it is France, 

U.S., and U.K. that is viewed as intimidating by smaller nations because of its 

disrespect toward the U.N. charter as seen in the case of Diego Garcia. While there 

is no denying the role India and France play in providing regional security in the 

Indian Ocean, there is also a sense of discontent from islands states and smaller 

neighbors. Indian Ocean island nations and littorals do not seek to replace China 

with India as they key security partner, but they certainly are keen to expand their 

partnership and reduce dependency on a one single player. In that, China emerges 

as good and strong player as an additional and at times alternative security partner 

for many in the region,  captured some these perspectives in an article titled “what 

islands have to say on Indo-Pacific geopolitics” To better understand island 

perspectives on the evolving geopolitics of the region. 

A growing Chinese presence across its diplomatic, political, and military footprint 

is certainly a cause for deep concern in Delhi. India already is in a tense and volatile 

situation with China along its northern continental border. A strong China in the 

Indian ocean amplifies the Sino-Indian competition across land and maritime 

boundaries. Recently China made a new group called Indian Ocean Region in 
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response to Indian ocean Rim Association in his groups China doesn’t included 

India. China included Pakistan , Nepal and some other countries in his group. 

Australia and Maldives refuse to join Chinese group which is setback for Chinese 

foreign policy. 

USA in the Indian Ocean. 

The Indian Ocean Region (IOR) matters a great deal to the United States. Robert D. 

Kaplan said as much a decade ago with his book “Monsoon: The Indian Ocean and 

the Future of American Power.” Spanning from East Africa and the Middle East to 

South Asia, Southeast Asia, and Australia, the IOR is the connective fabric, via sea 

lines of communication and telecommunications fiber optic submarine cables, 

linking the economies of Europe, the Middle East and Africa, Asia, and Australia. 

It is also a priority route and theater for U.S. military global power projection 

capability and capacity. Absent an articulate strategy ruthlessly executed, the United 

States risks becoming an afterthought in the Indian Ocean, ceding half of the Indo-

Pacific to China, which seeks to exert more economic and military presence in the 

IOR. 

Several encouraging signs point to the “Indo” piece of the Indo-Pacific gaining 

attention in U.S. strategic thinking. The maturation of the “Quad,” a loose security 

partnership of the United States., India, Australia, and Japan, shows promise. U.S. 

Indo-Pacific Command (INDOPACOM) has quantitatively and qualitatively 

enhanced military engagement in the eastern IOR. The new Biden administration 

has also tapped a collection of security professionals who understand the import of 

the whole Indo-Pacific to fill key roles. These signs are helpful, but not sufficient. 

What remains lacking is a coherent and comprehensive view of the Indo-Pacific that 

incorporates the entirety of the “Indo” portion of the Indo-Pacific. U.S. strategic 

calculation for the Indo-Pacific currently stops at the western shores of India, wholly 

ignoring one half of the IOR (even though speaking at a New Delhi conference in 

January last year, then Deputy National Security Advisor Matt Pottinger had noted 

that the U.S. Indo-Pacific strategy covered the area from “California to 

Kilimanjaro”). As the new U.S. administration takes office, President Joe Biden’s 

national security team urgently needs to engage the whole IOR. 

The Biden administration needs to take three actions to arrest the decline in U.S. 

relative power and influence in the IOR: First, redefine “Indo-Pacific”; second, 

develop an Indian Ocean regional strategy articulating short- and long-term ends; 

and third, put words into action – execute the strategy. In short, treat the IOR as a 
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coherent region, reveal  aims to the region, and show up in support of those aims 

and our IOR partners/allies. 

USA and India can be a key partner in ensuring free and open Indo – Pacific for all. 

US has increasing its presence in the Indian ocean through doing military exercises 

and also with Naval activities. 

Other power- 

Many powers have developed interest in Indian ocean. France had rollout its strategy 

for Indo – Pacific. France considered India as its key partner in Indo – Pacific region. 

QUAD is also focused on Indo – Pacific. Recently Canada had introduced its 

Strategy on Indo – Pacific. As the time passes many countries are developing their 

interest in the Indian ocean region also these countries consider India as their key 

partner in the region. 

Conclusion- 

India to work with these nation in order to protect Indian ocean and make sure of 

free and open Indo – Pacific for all and to tackle China. In this US , France , QUAD 

and other small countries of Indian ocean can make this possible. 

India need to develop its Naval military bases along the region in order to put 

pressure on Chinese navy and their submarine.  

Also India need to make its navy stronger and modern to deal with jumbo Chinese 

navy. India has the ability and will to make Indian ocean available and open for all. 
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