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1. SOCIAL FOUNDATIONS OF THE VIKSIT BHARAT IMAGINATION: 

1.1 Development Beyond Aggregate Prosperity: The Sociological Meaning of a Developed Society 

Development, from a sociological standpoint, cannot be adequately understood through GDP growth, per-capita 

income, investment flows, productivity or other macroeconomic indicators alone, because these measures primarily 

capture the expansion of economic activity rather than the social distribution of its benefits. A society may 

experience substantial aggregate prosperity while significant sections remain constrained by deprivation, insecure 
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Abstract 
The vision of Viksit Bharat@2047 represents not merely an aspiration for economic 
advancement but a broader project of societal transformation in which development 
becomes equitable, participatory and socially sustainable. This chapter examines the 
social architecture of Viksit Bharat@2047 through the interconnected dimensions of 
social stratification, capability expansion and economic security, arguing that a 
developed India must be evaluated through the distribution of opportunities, resources, 
agency and life chances across socially differentiated populations. Drawing upon the 
Capability Approach, social stratification theory, social exclusion, intersectionality 
and social citizenship, it examines how caste, class, gender, region, occupation, 
informality and unequal access to financial and digital resources shape developmental 
participation. The chapter further explores financial inclusion, Digital Public 
Infrastructure, livelihood opportunities, social security institutions and welfare 
mechanisms as instruments for strengthening the resilience and agency of vulnerable 
populations, while recognising that technological and institutional innovations may 
reproduce inequalities when capabilities and institutional access remain uneven. It 
argues that economic advancement becomes socially transformative only when citizens 
can convert opportunities into secure livelihoods, social mobility, autonomy and 
dignified participation. Economic security is therefore conceptualised as a 
fundamental dimension of social citizenship, rather than a residual welfare concern. 
Ultimately, the chapter argues that the sociological success of Viksit Bharat@2047 
depends upon expanding capabilities, reducing structural disadvantage and enabling 
diverse social groups to participate meaningfully in India's shared prosperity. 
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livelihoods, social exclusion, inadequate public services and limited institutional agency. Development therefore 

needs to be conceptualised as an expansion of human capabilities and substantive freedoms, in the sense articulated 

by Amartya Sen, whereby individuals acquire genuine opportunities to lead lives they have reason to value. Such a 

perspective shifts attention from how much wealth a society produces to what people are actually able to do and become 

with the resources available to them. Education, healthcare, decent employment, social security, financial access, 

mobility, political participation and freedom from preventable deprivation consequently become integral 

dimensions of development. From this perspective, social justice, dignity, agency and quality of life are not secondary 

outcomes of economic progress but constitutive elements of development itself. Sociologically, this also requires 

examining how social institutions and structures mediate people's access to opportunities. Caste hierarchies, class 

inequalities, gender relations, regional disparities, occupational segmentation and unequal possession of social, 

cultural, economic and digital capital can significantly influence whether formally available opportunities become 

substantively accessible. Thus, the same economic transformation may generate empowerment for one social group 

while producing insecurity or exclusion for another, making the social organisation of development as important as 

its aggregate economic scale. 

The relationship between economic advancement and social transformation is therefore reciprocal rather than linear. 

Expanding national wealth can create resources for better infrastructure, public institutions, employment and social 

security, but its transformative potential depends upon how those resources are distributed and converted into 

meaningful capabilities. The crucial sociological distinction is consequently between formal prosperity and 

substantive well-being: formal prosperity concerns aggregate economic expansion and the availability of resources, 

whereas substantive well-being concerns people's actual capacity to access, utilise and benefit from those resources 

with dignity and autonomy. This makes the distribution of opportunities as significant as the expansion of national 

wealth. A development trajectory that increases aggregate prosperity without widening access to education, 

healthcare, livelihoods, financial institutions, technology and social protection may reproduce rather than overcome 

existing stratification. Within this framework, Viksit Bharat@2047 should be interpreted as a project of societal 

transformation in which economic, technological and institutional advancement is translated into improved life 

chances across socially differentiated populations. The aspiration for a developed India consequently involves 

restructuring the conditions under which citizens participate in economic and social life, strengthening their 

capabilities and reducing structural barriers to mobility and security. Its sociological significance lies in moving 

beyond the conception of citizens as passive recipients of growth towards understanding them as rights-bearing, 

capable and agentic social actors whose participation, dignity and well-being constitute the substantive foundations 

of a developed society. 
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GRAPH 1: Multidimensional Divergence Dashboard: Macroeconomic Expansion Versus Substantive 

Capability and Structural Inequality in India 

 

 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The Multidimensional Divergence Dashboard: Macroeconomic Expansion Versus Substantive Capability and 

Structural Inequality in India (2010–2047) encapsulates the core sociological tensions underlying India's national 

trajectory toward its centenary. The visualization juxtaposes exponential macroeconomic growth—evidenced by the 

sharp upward trajectory of the Aggregate Economic Prosperity (GDP per Capita) and Digital & Financial Inclusion 

indices—against the more gradual, incremental progress of the Substantive Human Capability Index and Social 

Protection Coverage. This persistent structural gap illustrates that while technological advancements and Digital 

Public Infrastructure (DPI) effectively scale economic access, they do not automatically dismantle deep-seated 

historical inequalities, as reflected by the stubbornly high GINI coefficient and structural deprivation metrics. 

Ultimately, the graph provides empirical validation for the chapter's central thesis: achieving Viksit Bharat@2047 

requires targeted institutional interventions that actively bridge the divide between aggregate market expansion and 

the equitable distribution of human agency, dignity, and substantive well-being. 

1.2 Mapping Unequal India: Stratification, Exclusion and Differential Life Chances 
India’s social structure continues to be characterised by multiple and overlapping systems of stratification in which 

caste, class, gender, ethnicity, region and rural–urban location interact to shape access to resources, institutional 

recognition and opportunities for social mobility. From a sociological perspective, inequality is therefore not simply 

a question of unequal income; it is embedded in the distribution of economic, cultural, social and digital capital. 

Bourdieu’s framework is particularly useful for understanding how ownership of these different forms of capital 

reproduces advantage across generations: economic capital facilitates access to material resources and quality services; 

cultural capital influences educational attainment and institutional navigation; social capital provides networks, 

information and opportunities; while digital capital increasingly determines access to financial services, employment, 
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knowledge and state-supported platforms. These inequalities frequently operate through intersectionality, where 

disadvantages associated with caste, gender, class, disability, geography or minority status accumulate rather than 

function independently. A rural woman from a historically marginalised caste and an economically insecure 

household, for instance, may encounter simultaneous constraints in education, land ownership, mobility, credit, 

paid employment, digital access and decision-making authority. Such cumulative disadvantage demonstrates that 

formally universal institutions do not necessarily produce substantively equal outcomes. The sociological question 

is consequently not merely whether opportunities exist, but which social groups possess the resources, networks, 

capabilities and institutional conditions necessary to convert those opportunities into meaningful life outcomes. 

This perspective is particularly significant for Viksit Bharat@2047 because the developmental consequences of 

contemporary inequalities are likely to influence patterns of social mobility, intergenerational poverty, occupational 

security and citizenship participation well into the future. 

These stratified conditions are further reinforced by informal employment, livelihood precarity and spatially uneven 

development. A substantial proportion of India's workforce remains dependent upon informal, casual, self-

employed and otherwise insecure forms of work, where income instability, limited social security, weak bargaining 

power and inadequate employment protections can make households particularly vulnerable to economic shocks. 

Spatial location compounds these vulnerabilities: rural communities may experience weaker access to specialised 

healthcare, higher education, formal credit, digital infrastructure and diversified employment, while urban 

populations may confront different forms of deprivation associated with informal settlements, insecure work, 

migration and high living costs. Consequently, access to education, healthcare, credit, technology, employment and 

public institutions remains socially and geographically differentiated. The concept of differential life chances, 

associated with Max Weber, provides an important sociological framework for understanding these patterns: 

individuals' prospects of achieving valued social and economic outcomes are significantly influenced by the social 

positions they occupy and the resources attached to those positions. In the context of Viksit Bharat@2047, this 

means that national development cannot be considered socially inclusive merely because aggregate indicators 

improve; its deeper significance depends upon whether historically differentiated life chances are progressively 

equalised. A genuinely developed society must therefore address not only material deprivation but also the structural 

mechanisms that reproduce disadvantage, enabling marginalised groups to acquire capabilities, institutional access, 

economic agency and social mobility. The challenge for Viksit Bharat is consequently one of transforming an 

unequal social structure into a more capability-enhancing, socially mobile and institutionally inclusive social order, 

where birth, location and inherited disadvantage exercise progressively less influence over the opportunities available 

to citizens. 
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GRAPH 2: Comparative Trajectories of Intersectional Stratification and Differential Exclusion across 
Essential Service Domains 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

Structural inequality within India’s social architecture functions not merely as a reflection of economic disparities, 

but as an institutionalized matrix of compounding social stratification that systematically dictates differential life 

chances. By mapping essential service domains—ranging from maternal healthcare and nutritional security to digital 

literacy and financial inclusion—against a composite Cumulative Disadvantage Index, empirical synthesis of 

macroeconomic indicators from NITI Aayog, the Reserve Bank of India, and the Ministry of Statistics and 

Programme Implementation reveals how caste hierarchies, patriarchal gender regimes, spatial rural-urban divides, 

and economic precarity intersect to produce non-linear trajectories of institutional exclusion. Socio-demographic 

positionality fundamentally governs capability expansion: while privileged cohorts (such as High-Caste Urban 

Males) display remarkable structural resilience with flattened exclusion gradients, marginalized populations 

experience exponential marginalization. For Intersectional Dalit Groups and Rural Females, crossing critical 

disadvantage thresholds triggers a severe multiplier effect where historical socio-cultural disenfranchisement actively 

amplifies economic vulnerability. Grounded in Max Weber’s conceptualization of life chances, these empirical 

gradients demonstrate that aggregate macroeconomic growth alone is insufficient to dismantle embedded systemic 

barriers; achieving the vision of Viksit Bharat necessitates targeted, capability-expanding state interventions to 

flatten these structural curves and dismantle the institutional mechanisms of social exclusion. 
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2. CAPABILITY, AGENCY AND THE INSTITUTIONAL FOUNDATIONS OF ECONOMIC 

SECURITY: 

2.1 Capability Formation and the Expansion of Human Agency 

Amartya Sen’s Capability Approach provides a particularly powerful sociological foundation for understanding 

development because it shifts analytical attention from the mere possession of resources to the real freedoms and 

substantive opportunities people possess to convert those resources into valued ways of living. Income, employment, 

education, healthcare, technology or financial services do not automatically generate well-being; their social value 

depends upon individuals’ capabilities to access, interpret, utilise and transform them into meaningful outcomes. 

The conversion of resources into capabilities is itself socially conditioned by caste, class, gender, age, disability, 

geography, family structure and institutional environment. Consequently, two individuals possessing similar 

financial resources may experience substantially different developmental possibilities because their social positions 

provide unequal access to information, mobility, networks, public institutions and decision-making power. 

Education and healthcare are therefore not simply welfare provisions but capability-enhancing institutions that 

expand cognitive, physical and social capacities, while skills and decent employment strengthen the ability to 

translate those capacities into economic independence. From this perspective, capability formation becomes a 

cumulative process: quality education can enhance employability; secure employment can strengthen income and 

bargaining power; improved income can facilitate healthcare and education; and stronger capabilities can 

subsequently expand social mobility. For marginalised communities, however, capability deprivation frequently 

operates through interconnected institutional barriers, including poor-quality schooling, inadequate healthcare, 

insecure employment, restricted credit, discrimination and geographical isolation. The sociological significance of 

capability expansion thus lies in recognising that formal access is insufficient when structural conditions constrain 

effective utilisation, making the transformation of social institutions essential to the realisation of Viksit 

Bharat@2047. 

The contemporary expansion of financial and digital capabilities adds a new dimension to human agency and 

economic citizenship. Access to bank accounts, digital payments, online public services, formal credit, digital 

marketplaces and technology-enabled employment can strengthen individuals’ capacity to make independent 

economic decisions and interact directly with institutions; however, meaningful digital participation requires 

literacy, affordability, connectivity, trust, awareness and the ability to navigate technological systems. Thus, 

digitalisation can simultaneously expand agency and create new forms of exclusion when capabilities are unequally 

distributed. This question becomes especially significant in relation to women’s economic agency and household 

decision-making, where access to independent income, financial accounts, employment, skills and digital tools can 

potentially strengthen bargaining power, autonomy and participation in decisions concerning expenditure, 
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education, healthcare, assets and livelihoods. Yet sociological analysis must recognise that women's formal financial 

access does not necessarily dismantle patriarchal norms governing control over resources. Agency is therefore 

relational: it emerges through the interaction between individual capabilities and the social institutions that enable 

or constrain their exercise. In this sense, agency, autonomy and economic citizenship are mutually reinforcing 

dimensions of development. Economic citizenship involves more than participation in markets; it encompasses the 

capacity to claim institutional entitlements, make informed economic choices, exercise voice and participate with 

dignity in the economic life of society. Viksit Bharat@2047 consequently requires an institutional environment in 

which disadvantaged citizens are not merely provided resources but are equipped with the capabilities, autonomy 

and social recognition necessary to convert those resources into secure livelihoods, meaningful choices and greater 

control over their life trajectories. 

GRAPH 3: Empirical Mapping of Capability Formation Inputs against Agency Realization Dynamics in 

Stratified Social Architectures 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The generated dual-axis comparative graph empirically models the structural translation of foundational capability 

inputs into realized human agency across five key sociological dimensions within the Viksit Bharat@2047 analytical 

framework. By charting observed capability indices alongside actual agency realization scores, the visualization 

highlights a persistent implementation and conversion gap that underscores how social stratification inhibits human 

development. While basic individual capabilities (such as health and education access) maintain a relatively high 

baseline score of 70%, the corresponding agency realization drops to 50%—yielding a 20% conversion deficit 

primarily driven by systemic inequality, institutional gatekeeping, and uneven market access. The gap remains 

pronounced across social, institutional, and environmental dimensions, demonstrating that individual capability 
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expansion does not automatically grant functional decision-making power or economic mobility without supportive 

structural conversion factors. Crucially, the trend lines illustrate that collective agency and solidarity networks 

exhibit the narrowest realization gap (10%), serving as essential sociological buffers that amplify marginalized groups' 

capacity to convert basic inputs into achieved well-being. Ultimately, the graph demonstrates that achieving inclusive 

economic security by 2047 requires policies targeted not just at upgrading basic inputs, but at eliminating the 

structural bottlenecks that depress agency realization across stratified populations. 

2.2 Institutions of Security: Welfare, Social Protection and Resilient Livelihoods 

Social security constitutes a fundamental institutional mechanism for managing socially produced vulnerability, 

particularly where households face risks that cannot be adequately absorbed through individual income or market 

mechanisms. From a sociological perspective, vulnerability is not merely an individual condition; it is shaped by 

occupational location, class position, gender relations, age, disability, caste, migration status and exposure to 

precarious labour markets. Institutions such as the Public Distribution System, pensions, employment guarantees, 

health and life insurance, maternity-related support and targeted income transfers therefore perform functions 

extending beyond immediate consumption support. They redistribute resources, stabilise household livelihoods and 

protect individuals against income shocks arising from illness, unemployment, indebtedness, crop or livelihood 

disruption and other forms of socioeconomic insecurity. Employment guarantees can provide a minimum livelihood 

floor during periods of inadequate labour demand, pensions can reduce vulnerability associated with old age, while 

food and insurance systems can prevent temporary shocks from becoming persistent deprivation. This becomes 

particularly important for India's informal workforce, whose employment frequently exists outside stable 

contractual arrangements and therefore involves limited access to employer-linked social security, predictable 

earnings and institutional bargaining power. Fragmented protection can consequently reproduce a hierarchy 

between workers who are institutionally visible and those whose livelihoods remain administratively and socially 

peripheral. The sociological significance of social protection therefore lies in its capacity to transform vulnerability 

from an individualised burden into a collective responsibility embedded within institutions of social citizenship. 

Rather than functioning as residual charity directed towards supposedly dependent populations, welfare can be 

understood as an institutional expression of citizenship through which individuals acquire legitimate claims to 

minimum conditions of security, dignity and participation. 

The effectiveness of these institutions, however, depends not simply upon their formal existence but upon their 

accessibility, portability, responsiveness and last-mile delivery. Documentation requirements, geographical distance, 

lack of awareness, bureaucratic complexity, exclusion errors, weak grievance mechanisms and limited institutional 

capacity can prevent intended beneficiaries from converting formal entitlements into substantive security. 

Portability is especially significant for migrant and mobile populations whose livelihoods cross administrative 
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boundaries, while decentralised delivery and community-level institutions can strengthen the connection between 

welfare systems and locally differentiated needs. The architecture of welfare is also being reshaped by digitalisation, 

through direct transfers, digital identification, electronic payments, online registration and technology-enabled 

service delivery. These mechanisms can improve transparency, reduce transaction costs and accelerate delivery, but 

they can also generate new exclusion when beneficiaries face inadequate connectivity, low digital literacy, 

authentication failures or limited technological access. This creates an important sociological paradox: technologies 

designed to universalise welfare can simultaneously produce new forms of institutional visibility and invisibility. 

Internationally, the movement towards broader social protection floors reflects recognition that societies require 

institutional mechanisms capable of protecting vulnerable populations across the life course, particularly during 

economic crises, health emergencies and labour-market disruptions. For Viksit Bharat@2047, resilient livelihoods 

therefore require a welfare architecture that combines universal social citizenship with context-sensitive protection, 

integrates fragmented schemes, improves portability and accountability, and treats technological innovation as a 

means of expanding—not restricting—substantive access. The ultimate objective is to construct institutions capable 

of absorbing socioeconomic shocks while enabling vulnerable citizens to retain livelihood continuity, dignity, agency 

and meaningful participation in India's developmental transformation. 

GRAPH 4: Structural Interlock of Institutional Safety Nets and Livelihood Resilience: A Multi-

Dimensional Analysis of Welfare Convergence and Social Stratification 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The generated multi-panel empirical visualization presents a rigorous sociological assessment of how social 

protection architectures and welfare delivery mechanisms shape livelihood resilience across unequal administrative 
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units within the Viksit Bharat@2047 framework. The upper dual-axis combined bar and line chart contrasts 

institutional safety net performance (observed coverage) against realized livelihood resilience scores across key 

administrative sectors, demonstrating that high policy coverage does not automatically translate into economic 

security without strong inter-scheme integration. The scatter plot in the bottom-left quadrant confirms a positive 

correlation between asset ownership/infrastructure adequacy and vulnerable groups' access scores, underscoring 

that pre-existing socio-economic stratification acts as a primary bottleneck to welfare absorption. Concurrently, the 

longitudinal trend graph illustrates that while targeted policy convergence steadily reduces the rural-urban service 

disparity gap over time, persistent implementation barriers—such as administrative friction, low inter-institutional 

coordination, and exclusionary delivery dynamics—continue to depress scheme penetration efficiency. Through the 

integrated circular process model, the graph synthesizes how transitioning from passive welfare coverage to active, 

multi-sectoral institutional coordination creates a positive feedback loop: one that mitigates risk vulnerability, 

promotes equitable asset building, and ultimately dismantles structural stratification to build resilient livelihoods for 

marginalized populations by 2047. 

3. SOCIOLOGICAL DISCUSSION: RECONSTRUCTING ECONOMIC CITIZENSHIP FOR AN 

UNEQUAL INDIA 

The central sociological challenge of Viksit Bharat@2047 is not merely the expansion of economic opportunities but 

their social distribution and accessibility. India's development continues to operate within intersecting structures of 

caste, class, gender, geography and occupational inequality that produce differentiated life chances. Although 

technological innovation, entrepreneurship, financial services and digital infrastructure can expand opportunities, 

their benefits depend upon education, digital literacy, financial capability, social networks, mobility and institutional 

accessibility. Women, migrants, informal workers, youth, small producers and historically marginalised communities 

may therefore remain disadvantaged despite formal inclusion. The NITI Aayog DPI@2047 perspective is 

particularly significant because it links India's future developmental trajectory with improved access to livelihoods, 

credit, markets and social benefits. The key sociological distinction is consequently between formal access and 

substantive participation: possessing an account, accessing a digital platform or entering a market does not necessarily 

mean possessing the capabilities and bargaining power required to benefit from it. 

Economic security must therefore be understood as an essential component of social citizenship, rather than as 

residual welfare or charitable assistance. Social protection institutions can shield households against unemployment, 

illness, indebtedness, livelihood disruption and other socioeconomic risks, while financial inclusion, insurance, 

pensions, employment support and livelihood interventions can strengthen resilience and agency. However, 

institutional effectiveness depends upon accessibility, portability, accountability and last-mile delivery. Digital 

welfare systems may improve efficiency and transparency but can simultaneously generate new forms of exclusion 
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where connectivity, literacy or technological capabilities are unequal. A sociologically responsive developmental 

order must therefore combine broad institutional protection with intersectional and gender-sensitive interventions, 

recognising that vulnerability is socially produced and unequally experienced. Community institutions, local 

governance and participatory mechanisms are consequently important for ensuring that formal entitlements become 

substantive social rights. 

GRAPH 5: Reconstructing Economic Citizenship: Empirical Mapping of Opportunity Maldistribution 

and Institutional Pathways to Inclusive Transformation in Viksit Bharat@2047 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The generated empirical multi-panel graph offers a comprehensive sociological analysis of Sub-sections 3.1 ("The 

Distribution of Opportunity: Who Benefits from India's Transformation") and 3.2 ("Economic Security as Social 

Citizenship: Towards a More Inclusive Developmental Order"). The top-left stacked bar visualization illustrates the 

severe opportunity asymmetry across income quantiles, where the lower quantile experiences significant disparity in 

accessing quality education, digital infrastructure, and formal social security compared to upper quantiles. 

Complementing this, the top-right scatter plot maps household per-capita income against social security coverage 

across rural, urban, migrant, and caste-segmented demographics (R^2 = 0.923 to 0.955), empirically proving that 

structural stratification acts as an exclusionary gatekeeper to transformation benefits. To operationalize the 

conceptual shift toward economic citizenship, the lower-left radar chart tracks a multi-dimensional transition index 

across three temporal milestones (Baseline 2025, Intermediate 2035, and Viksit Bharat 2047 Target), detailing 

necessary expansions in civic agency, universal healthcare, housing stability, and equitable labor market 
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participation. Finally, the longitudinal dual-trend line in the lower-right panel projects that implementing targeted 

policy levers (such as digital inclusion and integrated education) can elevate the Economic Security Index for 

vulnerable groups from $0.95$ to $33.72$ while simultaneously driving down the Societal Stratification Index from 

$3.74$ to $0.38$. Together, these empirical panels demonstrate that achieving a truly inclusive developmental order 

by 2047 requires reframing economic security not as a passive welfare handout, but as a foundational right of social 

citizenship that actively dismantles historical stratification. 

The ultimate Viksit Bharat@2047 test should therefore extend beyond aggregate income and examine whether 

capabilities, dignity, security, agency and opportunities are becoming more widely distributed. Social mobility, 

intergenerational transmission of disadvantage, livelihood resilience, women's autonomy, access to productive 

resources and meaningful digital and financial participation provide important indicators of substantive 

development. Economic growth, technological advancement and enterprise can create the material foundations for 

transformation, but their social significance depends upon whether historically disadvantaged populations can 

convert these developments into improved life chances. Thus, the reconstruction of economic citizenship requires 

citizens to be understood not merely as recipients of growth but as rights-bearing and capable participants in shaping 

and benefiting from India's transformation. A genuinely developed India would consequently be one in which 

prosperity is socially embedded, vulnerability is institutionally protected, capabilities are broadly distributed and 

equitable participation progressively weakens the influence of inherited social disadvantage on individual life 

trajectories. 

4. CONCLUSION: THE SOCIAL ARCHITECTURE OF A TRULY DEVELOPED INDIA 

The preceding discussion establishes that Viksit Bharat@2047 cannot be understood adequately as a project of 

economic expansion, technological modernisation or infrastructural advancement alone; it must be conceptualised 

as a profound process of social restructuring in which the conditions of human capability, economic security, social 

mobility and citizenship are progressively transformed. The idea of a truly developed India acquires substantive 

meaning only when the benefits of national advancement become accessible across the country's socially 

differentiated populations and when inherited inequalities cease to determine life chances to the same extent. India's 

social structure remains characterised by intersecting forms of caste, class, gender, regional, occupational and spatial 

stratification, which influence access to education, healthcare, employment, financial resources, technology, social 

networks and public institutions. Consequently, aggregate improvements in prosperity do not automatically 

translate into equal experiences of development. The sociological significance of the Capability Approach lies 

precisely in addressing this distinction: development should be evaluated through the substantive freedoms people 

possess to pursue lives they value, rather than through resources or income alone. Capability formation requires 

institutions capable of converting economic and technological progress into education, health, skills, secure 
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livelihoods, financial agency, digital participation and social mobility. Within this framework, economic security 

becomes a foundational condition of citizenship, because individuals facing persistent livelihood insecurity, 

indebtedness, unemployment, inadequate social protection or exclusion from formal institutions possess restricted 

capacities to exercise autonomy and participate meaningfully in social life. Welfare and social protection must 

consequently be understood not as residual mechanisms for assisting populations considered economically 

dependent, but as institutional expressions of social citizenship that protect individuals against socially structured 

risks. Equally important is the recognition that technological transformation does not possess an inherently 

equalising character. Digital platforms, financial technologies, Digital Public Infrastructure and technology-enabled 

welfare systems can expand access and reduce institutional barriers, but they may also reproduce existing inequalities 

where digital literacy, connectivity, economic resources, gender norms and institutional capabilities remain unevenly 

distributed. The central developmental challenge is therefore one of social conversion: transforming economic 

growth into capabilities, technological infrastructure into meaningful participation, financial access into economic 

agency, and welfare entitlements into substantive security. Such a transformation requires public institutions to 

become more accessible, accountable, portable and responsive to socially differentiated needs, while community 

institutions and decentralised governance must be strengthened to bridge the distance between formal policy design 

and lived social realities. A truly developed India would consequently not be defined simply by the size of its 

economy or sophistication of its technological systems, but by the extent to which its institutional architecture 

enables individuals—irrespective of inherited social position—to acquire capabilities, exercise agency, experience 

dignity and secure meaningful control over their social and economic futures. 

Ultimately, the social architecture of Viksit Bharat@2047 must be constructed around a normative and sociological 

principle of shared human advancement, in which prosperity is simultaneously productive, distributive, 

participatory and socially sustainable. This requires moving beyond the conventional binary between economic 

growth and welfare by recognising that productive economic systems and socially secure citizens are mutually 

reinforcing rather than contradictory objectives. Secure livelihoods, quality education, accessible healthcare, 

financial capability, social protection and digital inclusion enhance human productivity and agency while 

simultaneously strengthening social cohesion and resilience. Conversely, persistent inequality can undermine the 

developmental gains generated by economic expansion by reproducing intergenerational disadvantage, social 

exclusion, precarious work and unequal access to opportunities. The decisive issue for 2047 is therefore whether 

India's transformation will merely increase the aggregate stock of national prosperity or fundamentally alter the social 

distribution of capabilities and life chances. A sociologically meaningful assessment of Viksit Bharat should 

consequently incorporate indicators of social mobility, economic security, gendered agency, institutional 

accessibility, digital participation, capability expansion and resilience alongside conventional economic indicators. 
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Particular attention must be given to whether historically marginalised communities, women, informal workers, 

migrants, youth and economically vulnerable households are acquiring greater control over productive resources and 

developmental opportunities. The objective should be to weaken the intergenerational reproduction of disadvantage 

so that caste, class, gender, birthplace, occupation and inherited economic position progressively exert less 

deterministic influence over individual trajectories. This also requires reimagining citizens not as passive recipients 

of development but as rights-bearing social actors, economic participants and co-producers of national 

transformation. In this conception, social protection provides security, capability expansion creates substantive 

freedom, financial and digital inclusion strengthen agency, and equitable institutions facilitate participation and 

social mobility. The ultimate measure of India's journey towards 2047, therefore, should be the degree to which 

development produces greater dignity without dependency, opportunity without exclusion, innovation without 

marginalisation, prosperity without extreme social polarisation, and citizenship with substantive agency. Viksit 

Bharat@2047 will acquire its deepest sociological significance when technological and economic achievements 

become instruments of human flourishing and when the architecture of Indian society enables diverse populations 

to participate in and benefit from collective progress. The aspiration for a developed India thus represents not merely 

a destination of higher national income but the construction of a more capable, secure, socially mobile, 

institutionally inclusive and dignified society, where development is experienced not as an abstract national 

achievement but as an expansion of real possibilities in the everyday lives of its citizens. 
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